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OPENING & WELCOME 

[Led by Pastor Marc] 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

[Led by Bishop Tracie Bartholomew, NJ Synod] 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.  

 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and 

we deny your presence in our lives. We place our hope 

in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to 

believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your 

good creation for our own benefit. We fear difference 

and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

 

By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and 

serve you in newness of life.  

Amen. 

 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 



through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 

SONG - Come Thou Font of Every Blessing 

[Led by Pastor Jay Unzaga, Good Shephered in Glen Rock] 

 

 

Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory 

fills my heart with joy and love, 

teach me ever to adore thee; 

may I still thy goodness prove. 

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer: 

"Hither by thy help I’ve come"; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

wand'ring from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 

interposed his precious blood. 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

daily I’m constrained to be; 

let that grace now like a fetter 

bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

prone to leave the God I love. 

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal 

it; 

seal it for thy courts above. 

 

 

 

 



 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You 

have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they 

rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, 

know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

A MESSAGE FOR ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN 

[Led by Pastor Marc] 

 

A READING FROM PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS 

7:15-25  

[Read by Arundel Clarke, Vice President of the NJ Synod] 

 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I 

want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not 

want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I 

that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing 

good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is 

right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the 

evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it 

is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. So I find it 



to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 

hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see 

in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, 

making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 

Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of 

death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MATTHEW 10:40-42 

[Read by Pastor Marc] 

[Jesus said:] “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and 

whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever 

welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a 

prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in 

the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 

righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of 

these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of 

these will lose their reward.” 

 

A HOMILY 

[By Bishop Tracie Bartholomew] 

 

A MUSICAL OFFERING - Beautiful Savior 

[Flute: Nancy Ulanday. Piano: Argine Safari.] 

 

 

 



OFFERING 

For a little while now, I’ve spent time during worship talking 

about gratitude. Gratitude is one of the powerful images 

scripture uses to show us what a full and abundant life looks like. 

And gratitude impacts all kinds of people in all kinds of 

situations. When Boaz showed Ruth, a foreigner, kindness - she 

gave thanks to God. When Jesus was preparing to feed a giant 

crowd that had gathered around, he gave thanks before feeding 

the people. And when Paul wrote to faith communities 

throughout the Mediterrean Sea - he gave thanks for their 

partnership in the gospel. We, like all the thankful people in 

scripture, are called to practice gratitude as part of our spiritual 

journey. We get to name and claim those things for which we 

give thanks to God - and we get to keep them in the front of our 

minds even when life is completely chaotic. Gratitude helps us 

see how everything is a gift from God and we are invited to be 

generous stewards of every gift we receive.  

 

So as you look back over this last week, how did you cultivate 

gratitude and generosity? What thankful moment was your 

daily offering to God? If you want, I invite you to share your 

gratitude and generosity moment in the comments to this 

worship service. No moment of generosity is ever too small. And 

no experience of gratitude is too simple to be meaningful. The 

practice of gratitude and generosity reveals how God is already 

active in the world around us.  

 



CLC is grateful for your generosity so that we can be generous to 

others with our ministry. If you would like to support this 

ministry you can do so on our website or by writing a check and 

dropping it in the mail to us, and we will use it to generously 

offer the word of God to all people and serve our neighbors in 

need. 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYERS OF THE DAY 

[Led by Pastor Dean Brown, Pastor Maristela Freiberg, LuAnn Barnes, Dawn Roberts, 

Lois Parrett, Pastor Kimberly Vaughn, Pastor Sara Lilja - Synod Staff and Assistants to 

the Bishop] 
 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us 

pray for our shared world.  

 

We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. 

Embrace us as we struggle to find our common ground. Lift up 

leaders with powerful and prophetic voices. Free us from 

stagnant faith. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  

 

We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, 

and land from abuse and pollution. Free us from apathy in our 

care of creation and direct us toward sustainable living. Hear us, 

O God. Your mercy is great.  
 

We pray for the nations, especially the United States, celebrating 

nationhood. Guide leaders in developing just policies and guide 

difficult conversations. Free us from patriotism that hinders 

relationship building. Lead us to expansive love for our neighbor. 

Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  



We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, 

sick, or oppressed. For those who work endlessly to eradicate 

racism and rebuild unjust systems. For those whose burdens are 

known only to you. Take their yoke upon you and ease their 

burdens. Give your consolation and free us from all that keeps us 

bound. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  

 

We pray for this synod and the congregations across our New 

Jersey. Bless pastors, deacons, and congregational leaders. 

Energize children’s ministry volunteers, church administrators, 

and those who maintain our buildings. Shine in this place that 

we might notice the ways your love transforms our lives. Hear 

us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  

 

We pray for the relationships we share through you, O God. Help 

us to speak the truth in love to one another. Lead us so we may 

be strengthened in our common work. Give us courage to go 

where you call and do what you ask, even when it means we risk 

our own safety. Bind us together to one another as you draw us 

closer to your own heart. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  

 

We give thanks for those who have died in faith, whom we name 

before you.  

 

 



Especially we remember our black and brown siblings who have 

been killed because of the color of their skin. Welcome them into 

your eternal rest and comfort us in our grief until we are joined 

with them in new life. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray.  

 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made 

all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty 

from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O 

God, we give you thanks and praise.  

 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your 

wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert 

journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. 

For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.  

 

 



Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call 

us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those 

entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 

Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.  

 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: 

renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the 

sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 

near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

forever.  

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

[This version uses language updated in the 1990s. We invite you to recite whatever 

version of this prayer is in your heart. ] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen.  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  

 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against 

us.  

 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and 

the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 



BLESSING  

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 

harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

A MUSICAL OFFERING - L’amante Spagnuolo 

[Soloist: Katie Suarez. Piano: Argine Safari.] 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

A reminder:  

1) Our Prayer meetings via conference call every Tuesday and 

Thursday at 12:30 pm.  

2) Worship next Sunday, July 12 at 10 am, you may worship 

online/conference call or come for in-person worship 

outdoors.  

3) The Tri-Boro Food Pantry is grateful for your help! If you 

would like to add a more hands-on activity to the financial 

gifts you are giving, consider organizing a food drive among 

your neighbors. More information can be found at 

www.triborofoodpantry.org  

4) If you need help, please don’t hesitate to reach out at 

pastormarc@clc4u.com  

http://www.triborofoodpantry.org/
mailto:pastormarc@clc4u.com

